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PROJECT OVERVIEW 

Project Name: US29 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Improvements   

Project Type: Premium, limited-stop Bus Rapid Transit service with managed lanes and Bikeshare  

Project Location: Montgomery County (County), Maryland; 6th and 8th Congressional Districts 
of Maryland; National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB) Metropolitan Planning 
Organization 

Project Description: The US29 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Improvements Project will transform 
mobility options with the implementation of a 14-mile, premium, limited-stop BRT service. 
US29 BRT will be in a combination of managed lanes, Bus on Shoulder, and a small portion in 
mixed traffic, utilizing the existing roadway pavement when possible. This new service will 
improve transit travel time and increase opportunity for a broad range of users, including a 
significant number of minority and low-income riders living along a highly congested corridor.   

The project will improve passenger transit mobility by connecting 
riders to high density housing and employment centers, including 
major job and education centers, such as the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), and Discovery Communications 
headquarters. This project is vital to the success of significant new 
private development and employment in the recently adopted 
White Oak Science Gateway Master Plan, which includes the 
relocation of Washington Adventist Hospital and 300 acres of 
private development. 

    

Total Project Cost:  $67,200,000 
Committed Local Match: $33,600,000 (50%) 
 

TIGER Funds Requested:  $33,600,000 (50%) 

Point of Contact:

Mr. Al Roshdieh, Director

Montgomery County Department of 
Transportation

101 Monroe Street, 10th Floor

Rockville, MD 20850

240-777-7168

al.roshdieh@montgomerycountymd.gov

Montgomery County 
DUNS number:

0620143780000

Figure 1 | US29 BRT Location 
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I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 
The US29 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Improvements Project will transform mobility options with the 
implementation of a 14-mile, premium, limited-stop BRT service on the eastern edge of 
Montgomery County, Maryland. US29 BRT will be in a combination of managed lanes (HOV 2+), 
bus on shoulder, and a small portion in mixed traffic, utilizing the existing roadway pavement 
when possible. This project will improve transit reliability and opportunities for low-income and 
minority populations, enhance planned mixed-use redevelopment transforming an auto-
oriented single-purpose development into vibrant, mixed-use urban centers, provide access to 
a fast-growing jobs corridor, and enhance the quality of life for over 120,000 people who live 
within a half-mile of this highly congested suburban corridor.  

 

US29 BRT CORRIDOR 

Unlike other parts of the region, the US29 Corridor has not benefited from recent growth 
because of transportation infrastructure inadequacies. The recently approved White Oak 
Science Gateway Master Plan provides a path to bring vibrant mixed-use developments to the 
area. At one million people, Montgomery County has the largest population of any county in 
Maryland, and ƛǘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΥ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мссΣллл people between 2000 and 2015,1 
the County is projected to add another 162,000 people between 2015 and 2040.2 This fast-paced 
growth has spurred new investment and planning in ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ lower-density suburban auto-
centric communities and corridors, aiming to increase quality of life and reduce crippling traffic 
congestion for both County residents and regional commuters. The US29 BRT Corridor, located 
on the eastern side of the Montgomery County near the borders with Howard and Prince 
DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ, is a critical part of that investment and planning. 

The US29 BRT will link a continuous corridor of suburban centers, highway developments, 
shopping centers, federal offices, residential neighborhoods, regional park-and-rides, and a 
highly dense residential and jobs center in Silver Spring. Over 120,000 people live within half of 

Project Key 
Elements

14 Miles

12 BRT 
Station 

Locations

10 New 
Bikeshare 
Stations

2 types of managed 
lanes: BOS and 

HOV 2+ with Bus

23,000 
estimated riders 

per day

http://www.montgomeryplanning.org/community/wosg/
http://www.montgomeryplanning.org/community/wosg/
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a mile of US29 planned BRT stations, and the racial and income diversity of corridor3 residents 
is indicative of the continuing diversification of suburbs nationwide. The corridor is 65 
percent minority, 32 percent foreign born, and 30 percent of households classifƛŜŘ ŀǎ άǾŜǊȅ 
low-ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦέ4 As housing prices surge in neighboring Washington D.C., corridors like US29 in 
Montgomery County and other suburban jurisdictions have become home for previous 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ, newly arrived immigrants, and others seeking more 
affordable residential locations beyond the Capital Beltway.5  

Despite its diverse and growing population, the US29 corridor still has the infrastructure from 
a previous generation, including both auto-centric development and intense traffi c 
congestion ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ōƻǘƘ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ƛƴǘǊŀ-county connection and a commuter 
route to Washington, D.C.  Of the 366,000 trips per day start in the corridor area, 46 percent 
are single-occupancy vehicle and 10 percent are transit.6 

US29 is the busiest transit corridor in Maryland. The regional, local, and commuter buses 
carry over 11,000 daily trips on the US29 Corridor.7 However, bus travel on the corridor is 
subject to the same lengthy delays as automobiles, reducing the reliability and usefulness of 
transit for both commuter and non-work trips.8 In fact, bus trips on the corridor are, on 
average 20 percent longer than automobile trips, and can be as much as 60 percent longer 
during peak periods.9  

The process of re-developing a 3,000 acre suburban center along US29, the White Oak 
Science Gateway, into a series of mixed-use, transit-friendly developments that embrace the 
existing assets of the corridor while reducing roadway congestion has begun. To be truly 
successfully, a vital component of this redevelopment is a BRT corridor with bus on shoulder 
and managed lanes (HOV 2+). The US29 Corridor currently lacks a transit connection from 
Burtonsville to Silver Spring that can support its planned growth.  

The US29 BRT Improvement Project is the product of a multi-year planning effort to bring 
a high quality, convenient and reliable transit to the US29 corridor. Montgomery County 
Department of TransportationΩǎ Countywide Bus Rapid Transit Study (2011) recommends 

US29 Corridor

120,00+ 
people

Highly Diverse 

65% minority
32% foriegn born

Over 12 percent of 
households have NO 

access to a car 

61,000+ 
jobs

30% of corridor 
households earn 

less than half of the 
area median income

Bus trips on corridor 
can take up to 60% 

longerthan 
automobile trips

http://montgomerycountymd.gov/dot/resources/files/mcbrtstudyfinalreport110728.pdf
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BRT for the US29 corridor, as does the Countywide Transit Corridors Functional Master Plan, 
which was adopted in 2013. In 2014, Montgomery County Department of Transportation 
(MCDOT) began working with the Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) and the 
Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) to study the possibility of BRT implementation on the 
corridor with $3.5 million in state assistance. 

In order to give community stakeholders a critical voice in the BRT system planning process, 
Montgomery County formed two Citizen Corridor Advisory Committees (CACs) for the US29 
corridor. Committees, which advise on BRT design, study assumptions, transit access, 
coordination with other modes, public involvement planning, and community needs, helped the 
project team develop a Preliminary Purpose and Needs document for a US 29 Bus Rapid Transit 
Corridor in 2015. During US29 BRT planning, Montgomery County has incorporated other 
ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ !ǊŜŀ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ 
Corridor Network (WMATA PCN), the TIGER I grant, and neighboring BRT plans. 

Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΩǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǇǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CACs, MCDOT 
developed a plan to implement BRT on US29. In early 2016, Montgomery County Executive Ike 
Leggett announced recommendations for better transit on the County's corridors, including 
$6.5 million in the County's Capital Budget for the planning and design of a US 29 BRT on 
existing pavement, with the intent of "Getting this route up and running less than four years." 

¢ƘŜ ¦{нф .w¢ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ƳƻŘŜǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōǳǎ 
service on the corridor a Montgomery County priority and a regional priority. The US29 BRT will 
be the first BRT corridor constructed as part of aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ larger planned BRT system 
of more than 100 miles, designed to provide much needed relief from traffic congestion and 
improve the ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ Ƨƻō ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ the future mobility of all 
residents.   

The planned 14-mile US29 BRT corridor will feature 12 BRT station locations in three distinct 
sectors of the corridor (Silver Spring, White Oak, and Burtonsville/Fairland), improving transit 
reliability and opportunities for low-income and minority populations, enhancing planned 
mixed-use suburban redevelopment, providing access to a fast-growing jobs corridor, and 

"A Bus Rapid Transit 
system is essential to 
achieve the vision of 
this Master Plan. 
Improving transit 
service within existing 
corridors is intended to 
reduce congestion and 
reliance on autombiles 
while improving 
transportation capacity 
and meeting demands 
for existing and future 
land uses."

-White Oak Science 
Gateway Master Plan

http://montgomeryplanning.org/transportation/highways/documents/countywide_transit_corridors_plan_2013-12.pdf
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/RTS/cacs.html
http://apps.roads.maryland.gov/WebProjectLifeCycle/ProjectDocuments.aspx?projectno=MO4621215
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enhancing the quality of life for over 120,000 people who live on or near a highly congested 
suburban corridor.  

THE CORRIDOR ð A SECTOR SNAPSHOT 

BRT on US29 will serve three distinct sectors of the corridor: Silver Spring, White Oak, and 
Burtonsville/Fairland. Each of these sectors has unique characteristics, both in the built 
environment and use: 

¶ Silver Spring: Densely built urban environment near Washington, D.C. that serves as a 
regional activity center with private and government jobs, social services, healthcare, a large 
community college campus, and access to local and regional transit, including commuter rail 
and heavy rail to DC, Virginia, and Maryland. With 15,000 daily boardings, the Silver Spring 
Metro Station is the busiest station in the County. Downtown Silver Spring has a current Non-
Auto Driver Mode Share of (NADMS) 53 percent.  
 

¶ White Oak: Transitioning from an auto-centric 3,000-acre regional activity center north of 
Silver Spring with over 27,000 jobs, including the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and 
the White Oak Federal Research Center to an urban focused development. The White Oak 
Science Gateway Master Plan10, developed with community input, provides guidance for the 
area to be redeveloped as three walkable mixed use activity centers. US29 will be the first of 
three BRT corridors to serve White Oak. Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ C5!Σ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ 
include a new Washington Adventist Hospital, Kaiser Permanente, Holy Cross Hospital and 
Comcast. White Oak is a new Transportation Management District with a NADMS goal of 30 
percent for new development.  
 

¶ Burtonsville/Fairland:  Near the intersection of three Maryland counties, currently serves as 
a Commuter Park and Ride hub for the region; the Burtonsville Crossroads Neighborhood 
Plan11 is helping to shape the rural/suburban area into a neighborhood center with 
community services. The Inter County Connector (ICC) provides an addition feeder for 
managed lanes and transit service. 

 

Figure 2 | US29 BRT Stations 
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CORRIDOR NEEDS 

Limited Appeal of Existing Transit Services  

Transit trips currently account for 10 percent of total trips on the corridor. The existing 
transit options, as well utilized as they are, are hamstrung by traffic congestion and dated, 
autocentric infrastructure. As transit demand and ridership in the US 29 corridor continues 
to grow, high-quality transit service is needed to maintain current transit riders and attract 
new riders. Current transit is noncompetitive when compared to automobile ǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ άŎƘƻƛŎŜέ 
riders on the US29 corridor. Without an attractive system, the amount of automobile travel 
will increase, which leads to greater traffic congestion and reduced bus performance and 
greatly detracts from the vision of the White Oak Science Gateway. 

Roadway Congestion and Safety  

Traffic congestion currently impedes bus and rider mobility and results in unpredictable bus 
service, longer travel times, and delayed schedules. Corridor-wide enhancements to address 
efficiency and reliability are needed to improve mobility for transit riders. Currently, bus 
travel times along the corridor take, an average, over 20 percent longer than automobile 
trips, with some segments reaching as high as 60 percent longer.12 White Oak has limited 
options for new vehicular connections. This area is particularly constrained by existing 
development, ownership patterns, the large federal property, and environmental resources. 
These physical constraints limit opportunities to improve circulation and connectivity, which 
forces all local traffic onto the major highways. 

System Connectivity 

A high-quality, continuous transit service from Silver Spring to Burtonsville that can support 
the surrounding mixed used development along the corridor is needed to connect transit 
customers to local and regional employment and activity centers. The US29 corridor serves 
as both a job location, with 61,000 jobs along the corridor in 2010 (projected to over 81,000 
in 2040), and a job connection to the more than 3.8 million jobs in the greater Washington, 
DC region. Transit service is essential to support future the development of mixed-use 
communities along the corridor, including the planned White Oak Science Gateway 

Statement of Need

| Limited appeal of existing 
transit services despite a strong 
market for transit trips 

| Roadway congestion and 
safety 

| Limited connectivity of 
facilities for pedestrians and 
bicyclists 

| Planned growth within the 
study area

| Transit-dependent community 
with limited options for mobility

The US29 Purpose and 
Need document is the 
product of working with 
our Citizen Corridor 
Advisory Committees 
(CACs) for over a year. 



  

 

6 aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ¦{-29 BRT  
FY 2016 TIGER Application: Project Narrative  

development. The US29 BRT will have ridership in both directions during the peak period due 
to the growing job market in White Oak as well the traditional suburban commute to 
downtown. 

Quality of Life 

Transit improvements are needed throughout the US 29 corridor to create a transportation 
network that enhances choices for transportation users and promotes positive effects on the 
ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ Twelve percent of households on the 
corridor do not have access to a car, and an additional 38 percent of households on the 
corridor only have access to one car.13 Median income is 22 percent below the County 
average in the White Oak Science Gateway area and 42 percent of bus riders use more than 
30 percent of their income on housing costs. A 2014 Washington Post profile of the increasing 
ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άώǘϐƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘƻǿƴǘǳǊƴ ƛƴ 
Montgomery was accompanied by record immigration, with many newcomers leaving white-
collar jobs in their home countries only to find few decent job 
opportunities here. Meanwhile, rents in the District and close-in 
suburbs spiked faster than outside the Capital Beltway, and 
government voucher programs made the suburbs more accessible to 
the poor. But accessible does not necessarily mean hospitable. From 
Briggs Chaney Road, the Silver Spring Metro station is nine miles 
away, connected by a bus route that can take more than 45 
minutes.έ όŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ added)14 

HOW BRT CAN HELP  

Improve the Quality of Transit Service  

US29 BRT will improve the quality of transit service by increasing travel 
speed, reliability, frequency and ease of use thus better serving existing 
riders and attracting new riders.  

¶ Reconfigure the Road: US29 BRT will be implemented within existing 
right of way (ROW). As shown in Figure 3, regionally appropriate BRT 

Figure 3 | US29 BRT Corridor Road Configuration 
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road configurations for the corridor include managed lanes, bus on shoulder, and limited 
mixed traffic.  

¶ Transit Signal Priority (TSP): Transit signal prioritization and signal coordination will reduce 
passenger travel times and make transit a more competitive transportation option along 
US29.  TSP has been recommended at 15 intersections.  

¶ BRT Stations: The system will feature a total of 17 stations in 12 locations. Level-boarding 
and off-board fare payment will reduce bus dwell time and increase speed of service. Other 
station amenities, including canopies and real time travel information screens will enhance 
the passenger travel experience. 

¶ New and existing riders: In 2020, the US29 BRT is expected to have 17,000 daily weekday 
riders, 4,460 of which will be new transit riders shifting from autos. In 2040, this grows to 
6,088 new riders and 23,000 boardings.15 

 
Improve Mobility Opportunities and Choices  

US29 BRT will improve mobility options and choices by strengthening the north/south transit 
connectivity to existing and proposed transit systems and major employment and activity 
centers thus improving neighborhood, local and regional connectivity.  

¶ Increased access to job opportunities: The US29 BRT corridor has over 61,000 jobs today, 
including 13,500 federal jobs, and is projected to have 81,000 jobs by 2040. The 
metropolitan region has over 3.8 million jobs today, and is projected to have over 5.4 
million jobs by 2040.  

¶ Transit connectivity: ¢ƘŜ ¦{нф .w¢ ǿƛƭƭ  ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ƳƻŘŜǎΣ 
including the Red Line on the Metrorail system, MARC Commuter Rail, numerous county 
and intercity bus routes; commuter buses; planned Bus Transit Priority Corridor in 
Washington, D.C.; and the future Light Rail line (the Purple Line) connecting the outer edges 
of the Metrorail system. US29 will be the first of three planned BRT corridors to serve White 
Oak area. Additionally, Montgomery and Howard Counties are exploring a future bi-county 
service expansion. 

Project Goals

| Improve the quality of 
transit service

| Improve mobility 
opportunities and 
choices 

| Enhance quality of life

| Support master 
planned development 

| Sustainable and cost 
effective

13,500 Federal 
Jobs in White 
Oak and Silver 

Spring 
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¶ Pedestrian and Bike Access: Ten new Capital Bikeshare 
stations will further connect the US29 corridor to Capital 
.ƛƪŜǎƘŀǊŜΩǎ орл ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ 
County, Washington, D.C., Arlington, Virginia, and 
Alexandria, Virginia, including 58 bikeshare stations in the 
County. Montgomery County offers low-income residents 
free Bikeshare memberships, training, helmets, and route 
planning. 

Enhance Quality of Life 

US29 BRT will enhance quality of life by improving access to 
housing and jobs and better serving transit demand and transit 
dependent populations. 

¶ Upward Mobility: US29 BRT biggest impact will be felt 
among those who rely on the service to access jobs and 
other social services. A Harvard Study showed that 
commute times were the single strongest factor in the 
odds of escaping poverty.16 In the short term, faster 
service on US29 will reduce travel times and provide 
transit dependent populations more flexibility in their 
daily lives. In the long term, the US29 BRT will create the 
framework for upward mobility.   

¶ Better Access: The US29 BRT corridor will provide 
immediate, positive benefits to the diverse populations 
living along the corridor. Within approximately a ½ mile 
of US29 BRT stations, residents will have access to six 
public schools, one regional community college campus, 
four community and recreation centers, two Regional 
Service Centers, which coordinate Montgomery County 

Ladders of 
Opportunity

For residents along the 
corridor, US29 BRT will 

| Increase transit access and 
reliability

| Increase regional 
connections and access to a 
fast-growing jobs corridor

| Support mixed-use 
developments in suburban 
corridors (reducing the need 
for a vehicle to access critical 
services) 

| Improve quality of life 
through decreased travel 
times and congestion-
related negative impacts, 
such as greenhouse gas 
emissions.

US29 is a snapshot of 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ 
diverse suburban areas

The census block groups and 
tracts within ½ mile of 
planned US29 BRT stations 
are:

| 65% minority

| 32% foreign born

| 30% Very Low Income 
(Households with an annual 
income of less than $30,000)

| 12% of households have 
access to zero vehicles

| 38% of households have 
access to only one vehicle

| 31% of those over the age 
of 5 speak a language other 
than English at home

| Home to over 9,000 senior 
citizens and over 11,000 
people with disabilities 
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direct service delivery, focusing on the particular needs of each region, three public 
libraries, five health centers providing healthcare for low-income families and 61,000 
jobs, including jobs at nine federal offices and 16 shopping centers. 

 

Support Master Planned Development 

US29 BRT will support master planned smart growth development.  

¶ White Oak Science Gateway: This project is vital to the success of significant new private 
development and employment in the recently adopted White Oak Science Gateway 
Master Plan, which includes the relocation of Washington Adventist Hospital, the 
consolidation of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) at the White Oak Federal 
Research Center (FRC), and 300 acres of private development. In addition to the FDA, 
which now has 8,100 employees on site, ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 
Washington Adventist Hospital, Kaiser Permanente, Holy Cross and Comcast.17  
 

Sustainable and Cost Effective 

US29 BRT is a sustainable and cost effective transportation solution that addresses both 
physical and financial constraints. 
 

¶ Minimal Impacts:  In an effort to capitalize on existing assets and minimize impacts, US29 
will be implemented primarily within existing right of way (ROW). In select locations, 
stations may be built outside of the existing curbs and may require additional ROW. 

¶ Better Health: US29 BRT will improve air quality by reducing regional auto vehicle miles 
traveled (VMT) and related emissions.  In 2040, the BRT will result in an average weekday 
savings of 33,489 VMT and an average annual savings of 9,711,752 VMT.  The resulting 
value of the air quality savings is approximately $1.16 million (at a 3 percent discount). 

 
 
  

"BRT is crucial to 
Montgomery 
County's future if we 
are to reduce traffic 
congestion, spur 
business growth and 
attract a talented 
workforce to build on 
our innovative 
economy, provide 
affordable 
transportation 
options for people of 
all incomes,create a 
reliable intra-county 
bus trapid transit 
system and fight 
climate change 
through reduced 
greenhouse gas 
emissions. Many of 
our current plans for 
walkable, livable new 
mixed use 
communities hinge on 
providing a robust 
and efficient transit 
system." 

-Ike Leggett, County 
Executive
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BRT Features

14miles

12BRT Station 
locations

10New Bikeshare 
Stations

2 types of managed 
lanes: Bus on 

Shoulder and HOV 
2+ with Bus

23,000 estimated 
riders per day 

Corridor 
Population

65% Minority

30% 
Very Low-Income 

Households 

12% of hosueholds 
have zero vehicles 

available

32% Foreign Born

Over9,000senior 
citizens

31% speak a 
language other than 

English at home

Over 11,000
residents with 

disabilities

Regional
Connections

22 Local Bus Routes 
(Ride On)

27 Regional Bus 
Routes (Metrobus)

6 Commuter Bus 
Routes (Maryland 

Transit 
Administration)

4 Rail 
Connections

Heavy Rail 
(Metrorail)

Light Rail 
(Purple Line)

Commuter Rail 
(MARC)

National Rail 
(Amtrak)

Jobs

Over 61,000
Jobs

9 Federal Offices

13,500
Federal Jobs

718,000jobs on 
connecting 

Metrorail Red Line

16Shopping 
Centers

Education and 
Services

6 Public Schools

1 Higher Education 
Campus 

(Montgomery 
College)

5 Community & 
Recreation Centers

2 Regional Services 
Centers

3 Public Libraries

5 Health Centers 
serving low-income 

families
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II. PROJECT LOCATION
18 

The proposed 14-mile US29 Bus Rapid Transit (US29 BRT) runs along US Route 29 
in eastern Montgomery County, Maryland. Montgomery County is located just 
north of Washington, D.C., and is an integral part of the economic, social, and 
political fabric of the Washington DC Metropolitan Area. The county is part of the 
Metropolitaƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ National Capital Region Transportation 
Planning Board and the Washington-Baltimore-Northern Virginia Combined 
Statistical Area, which has a population of more than 9 million people. 
Montgomery County is the most populous county in the state of Maryland with 
over 1 million residents, and it is the second most populous county in the 
metropolitan region.  
 
aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ high median income masks the social and 
economic factors at play in eastern Montgomery County. While 
the western section of the county has flourished, the eastern 
section has suffered from a legacy of disconnection, as well as the 
effects of the recent economic recession. The US29 corridor is the 
prime example, as cited by a 2014 Washington Post article, άLƴ 
нлллΣ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ǘǊŀŎǘǎ ƘŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴ му 
percent poverty rate. Now, even as $3 million condos sprout in 
Bethesda, there are 12 tracts exceeding that benchmark, including 
the Briggs Chaney neighborhood east of Route 29, near the Prince 
DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƭƛƴŜΦέ19 The US29 BRT will travel through a diverse 
set of neighborhoods ranging from rural Burtonsville to suburban 
White Oak to urban Silver Spring. The demographics of the 
corridor range from very low income to above the median income 
level. The US29 BRT will connect these diverse populations and 
landscapes to provide the most in need populations with access to 
the more than 3.8 million jobs in the greater Washington, D.C. 
region.  

Figure 5 | US29 BRT Transit Connections 

Figure 4 | US29 BRT Location 






































